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RFO  LETTER 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


August  7,  1959 
Letter  No.  884 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster:      1  u.  s.  L-tPAKiMciMi  tif  AuWiiiiLTiiRE  t 

\  ...   'iM'l" 

As  Secretary  Benson  said  at  his  radio  and  press  conference  earlier  this 
■week:  "We  cannot  emphasize  too  strongly  that  hog  prices  are  largely  influenced 
by  market  supplies,  and  that  producers  can  improve  their  position  by  gaioging 
shipments  to  meet  market  demands  that  will  return  more  reasonable  prices."  He 
also  suggested  it  will  be  important  for  farmers  to  market  their  hogs  as  soon  as 
those  hogs  reach  desirable  weights.    As  he  pointed  out,  a  reduction  of  the 
average  weight  by  only  six  pounds  per  hog  will  reduce  total  pork  production  this 
fall  by  about  three  percent. 

Plans  to  Step  Up  Lard  Exports 


More  pigs  sind  more  pork  also  mean  more  lard.    With  plentif^^l  supplies  of 
lard  and  depressed  prices,  lard  exports  are  expected  to  continue  to  increase. 
In  order  to  step  up  exports  of  lard,  the  Depar-taient  is  programming  lard  under 
Title  I,  of  P.L.  hOO,    That  will  make  it  possible  for  some  dollar-short  countries 
to  use  their  own  currencies  in  buying  our  lard. 

Big  Gro\irers  W^ned  on  Loan  Limit 


Yesterday  Acting  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Peterson  announced  that  any 
farmer  growing  wheat  for  harvest  in  i960  who  wants  to  get  price  support  amount- 
ing to  more  than  $50,000  will  have  to  reduce  his  total  wheat  acreage  20  percent 
below  the  acreage  he  had  in  wheat  this  year,  and  also  comply  vlVa.  other  price 
support  regiilations.    Secretary  Peterson  also  warned  big  growers  of  other  fall- 
seeded  crops,  such  as  barley,  oats,  rye,  grain  sorghums,  and  flaxseed,  may  have 
to  make  a  similar  cut  in  production  if  they  want  to  avoid  the  price  support 
limit.    Whether  these  other  fall-seeded  crops,  as  well  as  spring-planted  crops 
are  in  surplus  supply  will  be  determined  later  -  at  the  time  the  level  of  price 
support  is  announced  for  those  crops. 

Meeting  to  Discuss  Lamb  Standards;    USDA  has  called  a  meeting  at  the  Continental 
Hotel,  Kansas  City,  Mo. ,  Tioesday,  Aiig.  25  to  discuss  revising  the  Federal 
standards  for  lamb  and  mutton,  to  make  them  more  useful  to  the  industry. 
Interested  parties  are  invited  to  submit  to  IBDA  by  Sept.  1,  proposals  for  im- 
proving the  grade  standards.    Recommendations  for  such  changes  will  be  made 
public  Oct,  1  and  revised  standards  would  be  made  public  by  Dec.  1.    The  meeting 
in  K.C.  is  in  c^iiiectioii  ^th  the  qttsetioaSv aboat^feoirtil nning  Pederai  lajijiiL.^iBding, 
which  vrere  mentioned  in  the  Department's  announcement  of  July  23. 
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G.P.  Council  Approves  Research  Projects 

In  September,  tvo  research  projects  -  one  on  weather  "patterning"  and  another 
on  grasshopper  populations  -  will  start  in  the  Great  Plains.    Two  others  -  one  on 
dry  land  farming  operations  and  a  second  on  state  and  local  taxes  -  have  been 
reported  already  under  way  as  of  July  1.    The  research  committee  of  the  Great 
Plains  Agricultural  Council,  at  the  Council's  annual  meeting  the  end  of  July, 
also  approved  two  new  regional  projects  -  one  on  wheat  adjustment  and  the  second 
on  regrassing  abandoned  farmland  and  depleted  ranges. 

Department  Cuts  Down  Egg  Buying 

Yesterday  USDA  announced  that,  until  further  notice,  it  is  limiting  its  egg 
buying,  to  help  stabilize  prices,  to  about  a  half  million  pounds  of  dried  eggs 
per  week.    Since  the  beginning  of  the  surplus  egg  removal  program  April  2k,  it 
has  bought  over  9, 779^000  pounds.    This  week's  purchases  will  cost  $95^^000, 
bringing  the  total  so  far  spent  to  over  eleven  million  dollars.    The  dried  eggs 
are  being  distributed  to  needy  persons  and  welfare  institutions. 

Research  Advisory  Committees  Start  New  Year 

August  2V-29  in  Portland,  Ore.,  USDA's  Forest  Research  and  Marketing  Advisory 
Committee  will  hold  its  annual  meeting.    This  will  start  the  13th  year  of  annual 
meetings  by  the  Department's  25  B£M  committees.    The  next  will  be  the  meeting  of 
the  Food  and  Nutrition  Research  and  Marketing  Advisory  Committee  here  in 
Washington  Nov.  2-ij-.    Nov,  2-5,  the  Sheep  and  Wool  Advisory  Ccmmittee  will  meet 
in  Albany,  Cal.    Nov.  2-6  the  Sugar  Advisors  in  Salt  Lake  City.    And  Nov.  2-6 
also  the  Citrus  and  Subtropical  Fruit  experts  meet  here  in  Washington.    From  then 
on  to  the  end  of  Febrixary  the  annual  meetings  of  the  other  Ccamnittees  will  string 
along.    Seventeen  of  the  committees  confine  their  interest  to  particiilar  farm 
commodities.    The  other  eight  offer  advice  in  certain  functional  areas  such  as 
food  and  nutrition,  transpo3rtation,  and  farm  economics. 

Plentiful  Pork  Promotion  Up  Labor  Day 

Stanley  Flower  of  AMS  tells  us  they  are  preparing  radio  and  TV  spots,  tapes, 
and  slides  with  USDA  information  on  the  pigs  and  pork  problem.    These  and  other 
aides  will  be  coming  your  way  in  the  next  week  or  so.    Right  after  Labor  Day, 
when  school  kids  and  others  are  getting  back  to  work  and  hearty  meals,  plans  will 
begin  to  flower  to  get  folks  to  eat  more  pork.    Peak  effort  will  come  during 
Oct.  and  Nov.    The  12  percent  bigger  pig  crop  is  already  showing  up  in  the  market, 
and  market  prices  on  hogs  have  been  trending  downward  for  several  weeks. 

Portable  TV  Tape  Recorder  Progress 

Joe  Tonkin  of  the  Federal  Extension  Service,  one  of  the  earliest  of  our  early 
birds  in  TV,  has  had  his  ear  cocked  to  what's  coming  up  in  portable  TV  tape 
recorders.    Publications  and  jnanors  have  him  alert  to  encouraging  developments 
lots  of  us  may  need  to  know  about,    Joe  says  one  concern  has  given  several 
demonstrations  of  vb&t  looks  like  a  good  design  in  the  making.    But  if  such  a 
device  is  just  around  the  comer,  the  corner  is  several  commercial  blocks  off. 
Joe,  vho  has  lugged  audio  tape  recorders  all  over  the  country,  is  awed  by  the 
prospect  that,  when  portable  visual  tape  recorders  do  show  up,  they'll  probably 
sell  for  somewhere  around  $5,000  to  ^1^10,000.    Meanwhile,  it's  fun  to  plan  ahead. 


"Tenderfoot  on  a  Totem  Pole" 


-  3  - 


Cotton  John  Smith,  KGNC,  Amarillo,  Tex.,  just  back  from  a  38-person  tour 
with  southwestern  folks  in  Alaska,  "bought  a  $185  six-foot  totem  pole  in  Anchorage. 
He  plans  to  use  it  promoting  the  30-min.,  all-color,  sound-on  fiLa  documentary, 
"based  on  their  Alaskan  tour,  vhich  KGIIC  Farm  and  Ranch  Department  and  an  Amarillo 
bank  will  bring  out  late  this  year  or  early  in  i960.    Cotton  John  reports  their 
film,  brought  out  last  Januaiy,  called  "A  Tenderfoot  in  Europe"  has  already  been 

shovna  to  more  than  25,000  persons  Cotton  John  also  tells  us  that  Royce 

Bodiford,  former  pres.  of  Texas  FFA  and  v. p.  of  National  FFA,  is  novr  a  reporter 
with  the  KGKC  Farm  and  Ranch  Department.    Bodiford  is  heard  on  KGNC  radio  Monday 
thru  Friday  beginning  at  5  a.m.    He  also  helps  conduct  high  noon  reports  on  radio 
and  weekend  agricultural  program  on  television. 

East  Meets  West  in  Trade  Channels 

FAS  reports  the  Australian  Ministry  for  National  Development  plans  to  step 
MP  research  on  irradiation  methods  of  preserving  meat.    They  hope  irradiation  of 
meat,  to  destroy  spoilage  bacteria,  will  make  it  possible  to  preserve  meat  at  room 
temperature  and  do  away  with  the  need  for  refrigeration.    That  would  help  meat- 
exporting  countries  Greece  expects  to  have  its  first  sugar  beet  factory 

in  operation  in  the  summer  of  I961.    It  \n.ll  supply  about  one-third  of  Greece's 

home  needs  for  sugar  Iraq  has  offered  to  barter  dates  for  automobiles. 

Its  automobile  dealers  may  import  passenger  cars  in  proportion  to  the  value  of 

Zahidi  dates  exported  directly  to  the  car  country.....  Norway  expects  a  pork 

shortage  the  last  quarter  of  this  year  and  may  import  over  2  million  poimds.  FAS 
trade  scouts  think  there  may  be  an  opportunity  for  U.S.  exporters  to  compete 
successfully  in  this  market. 

Research  Revelations  This  Week 

Our  ARS  and  the  Tung  Research  and  Development  League  have  developed  a  new 
way  to  process  tung  oil  to  remove  the  chief  drawback  to  wider  use  of  that  "super" 
drying  oil.    VZorking  at  IKDA's  Southern  Lab.,  they  found  they  can  keep  t\mg  oil 
from  gelling  during  cooking  by  adding  a  little  zinc  resinate  to  it.    This  makes 

it  suitable  for  commercial  varnishes  and  paints  for  modem  use  Taking  a 

tip  from  the  Canadian  Department  of  Agriculture,  our  entomologists  are  out  to 
rescue  fir  forests  in  Greg.,  Wash.,  Me.,  and  N.C.,  from  the  sap- sucking,  tree- 
killing  woolly  aphids.    Spraying  insecticides  from  the  ground  costs  too  much. 
Spraying  from  the  air  doesn't  reach  the  aphids.    But  Canada  has  had  good  success 
turning  Laricobius  beetles  loose  to  prey  on  'em.    USDA  European  entomology  lab. 
at  Paris,  is  now  collecting  20,000  of  these  bugs-of-prey  in  Freibiarg,  Germany. 
They'll  be  released  in  our  fir  forests  in  the  hope  they'll  multiply  and  keep  dotm 

the  aphids  USDA  veterinarians  seem  to  have  made  a  breakthrough  in 

knowledge  of  the  highly  complex  shipping  fever  disease  of  cattle.    They  found  one 
cause  is  a  flu- like  virus  much  like  one  which  causes  respiratory  troubles  in 
children. 

Western  Regional  Farm  Radio  Clinic:    October  28-31,  at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  we'll 
have  that  Western  Regional  Farm  and  Home  Radio  Clinic,  presented  by  the  American 
Association  of  Agricultural  College  Editors,  the  National  Association  of  Tele- 
vision and  Radio  Farm  Directors,  and  the  National  Project  in  Agricultural 
Commvinications :  in  cooperation  with  USDA  and  other  groups.    For  further  details 
and  enrollment  blanks  address  the  National  Project  in  Agricultural  Communications, 
Wells  Hall,  Michigan  State  University,  East  Lansing  Mchigan  (before  Sept.  15, 
1959)*    As  you  can  judge  from  this  lineup,  this  clinic  plans  down-to-earth 
demonstrations,  discussions,  and  case  studies,  on  how  to  improve  broadcasts. 
Earlier  regional  farm  radio  workshops  have  been  conducted  in  New  York  and  Memphis. 
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USDA's  Agriciiltural  T-Vievs  Ahead 


The  ARS-TV  "Research  Roundup"  next  veek  includes  these  four  one-min-one-pix, 
reports:     (1)  "Rain  Goes  Underground"  -  long-range  water  storage  plans;  (2)  "Foo^ 
Costs  for  Families^'  -  shows  what  average  families  spend  for  food;  (3)  "Shorter 
Petunias  in  the  Onion  Patch"  -  indicates  how  light  regiilates  grovrth  of  crops;  an<^ 
{k)  "West  Germans  to  Settle  in  Forest"  -  gives  an  example  of  biological  control  * 
methods  as  possihle  answer  to  many  of  our  insect  problems. 

Next  week's  USDA  TV  Package  j'^^kj  -  First  Soil  Conservation  Stamp  -  the  stamp 
and  the  movement  it  commemorates  are  i3J.ustrated  for  TV  with  b  pictures. 

Easily  Caught  in  Farm  Nets  Next  Week    ■ ' 

"Breakthrough  toward  Causes  of  Cattle  Shipping  Fever"  -  Howard  Hass,  ARS,  reports 
on  this  one,  over  the  Clear  Channel  Stations,  during  the  August  15  weekend. 
"International  Dairy  Congress"  -  Steve  Cheveley,  BBC,  and  Ralph  Hodgson,  ARS, 
discuss  this  meeting  in  London  recently,  on  the  American  Farmer  program  over  ABC 
network  Sat.  August  15 . 

"Everett  Mitchell  Reports  on  his  European  Trip"  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home 
Hour,  over  the  NBC  network.  Sat.  August  15. 

"Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"    heard  Mon.  thru  Fri.  on  Mutual  Net.    (See  your 
local  listings. )       ""^  ~~ 

These  Now  Ready  for  Your  Tapes:  r 

"New  Feed  Additive"  -  This  one  preserves  the  carotene  content  of  alfalfa  meal 
and  poultry  feeds.    Explained  by  George  Loesing,  RCiTV.    Order  No.  69Q89 

Time:  1:3^ 

"Preparing  for  the  Next  Drought"  -  Ed  Williamson,  soil  conservationist  S.  D.  Ext. 
Service,  tells  what  farmers  in  other  Plains  States  can  do  to  prepare  for  the  next 
drought  that  may  strike  the  Plains.  Order  No.  2IA89 

Time:  1:32 

"Our  Poultry  Goes  to  Eiirope""  -  Jack  Towers,  RCiTV  talks  with  FAS  Dave  Hume 
about  why  European  coixntries  have  been  buying  more  and  more  of  our  poultry  exports 
in  recent  years.  Order  No.  70Q89 

Time:  3:52 

How  to  Reach  Us  by  Phone:  ,  .  3  , 

We  have  a  new  direct  dialing  number  which  brings  your  call  right  into  ovir 
office.    Seme  of  you  can  now  dial  us  direct  by  long  distance  station- to- station. 
By  LD  direct  dialing  oxor  number  is  202  DUdley  8-  5163 .    Of  co\arse,  if  you  wish 
to  speak  to  a  specific  individual,  you  should  make  a  person-to-person  call.  Give 
your  LD  operator  our  DU  8-5163  number.    For  others  in  the  Department  whose  exten- 
sion you  do  not  Icnow,  you  should  continue  to  place  your  calls  \rith  the  operator 
and  give  the  Department  number  REpublic  7-^1^2. 

When  here  in  town,  you  may  dial  this  office  directly  on  DUdley  8-5163.  For 
others  in  the  Department  whose  extension  you  do  not  know,  just  continue  to  dial 
REpublic  7-^!^  1^2.    The  5163  part  is,  of  coiorse,  omt  extension  number  and  has  been 
for  lo,  these  many  years.  For  Jules  Renaud  of  TV,  call  DU  8-57^+6. 


Sincerely, 


Layne 
Radio 


jaty.  Chief  / 
Television  Service 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Deparfment  of  Agriculture 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


From 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


Aug\ist  lU,  1959 
Letter  No.  885 


Eron  Puget  Sound  to  Lake  Qlieechdbee  last  ciontli's  sun  and  rain  showers  are  giving 
the  big  push  to  crop  production  prospects  this  month.    Fact  is,  the  Crop  Reporting 
Board  this  week  placed  expected  production  \fithin  3  percent  of  last  year's  solid 
record. 

Here's  How  Crops  Stand 

Total  feed  grain  production  will  most  likely  be  even  with  last  year's  all-time 
record.    Boosted  acreage  for  corn  is  the  offsetting  factor  since  oats,  barley  and 
sorghums  are  down  somewhat.    A  29  percent  upturn  in  cotton  production  over  last  year 
is  seen.    This  comes  on  a  quarter  more  acreage.    Cotton  will  be  giving  us  the  sharp- 
est increase  over  last  year,  but  yields  of  vegetables,  sugar  crops,  and  tobacco  won't 
be  slackers,  either.    Appearing  to  set  new  records  in  1959  for  production  are  siagar 
beets,  dry  peas  and  cotton.    Dry  beans  and  soybeans  vrill  be  leveling  out  at  past 
year's  highs  and  rice  will  eqij^l  the  1958  record. 

Sheep  Numbers  and  Wool  Prices  Clinb 

World  sheep  population  for  the  twelfth  consecutive  year  has  continued  to  blossom 
and  the  numbers  now  stand  better  than  one  and  a  half  percent  over  1958.    But  demand 
for  wool  is  outrunning  this  increase  so  prices  for  shorn  wool  are  generally  improv- 
ing.   Incidentally,  two-thirds  of  the  sheep  increase  occurs  within  the  USSR.  First 
estimates  of  the  1959-60  world  wool  situation  puts  production  at  5^^^5  million  pounds 
grease  basis.    This  would  be  tops  for  the  past  13  years.    And  with  the  number  of 
shorn  sheep  and  larnbs  standing  only  3  percent  above  last  year,  production  is  expected 
to  hit  a  5  percent  increase - 

September  is  "Vote"  Month 

Referendum  time  swings  around  again  for  sheep  producers.    The  entire  month  of 
September  has  been  set  up  for  balloting  on  whether  to  continue  financing  a  market 
development  program  for  wool  and  lambs.    The  agreement  has  been  in  effect  since  1955 
and  if  approved  will  continue  three  more  years.    Producers  V7ith  two-thirds  the  pro- 
duction volume  must  be  in  favor  of  the  program  if  it  is  to  remain.    This  program  is 
paid  for  by  deductions  from  wool  incentive  payments  •  earned  by  the  growers  through 
the  national  wool  program. 
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Accurate  Farm  Records  Needed  by  Census 

The  U.  S.  Bureau  of  the  Census  again  has  asked  us  to  pass  the  word  along  to  you 
to  urge  farmers  to  keep  accurate  records  of  their  farm  operations  all  this  year  for 
the  five  year  farm  census.    Two  weeks  before  it  begins  in  Oct.  and  Nov.,  the  Census 
Bureau  will  mail  out  questionnaires  to  farmers.    They  will  be  asked  to  fill  out  the 
forms  accurately  and  pron^Jtly.    More  than  30,000  census  takers  will  visit  this  coun- 
try's more  than  four  million  farms  to  check  the  forms  and  collect  them.    Records  will 
help  get  the  needed  information  more  quickly  and  make  it  more  meaningful  to  all  of  us 

New  "Controlled  Quality"  Egg  Grade 

The  new  way  of  grading  eggs,  according  to  the  conditions  under  which  they  are 
produced  and  collected  for  market,  goes  into  effect  September  15 •    Our  poultry  offi- 
cials say  C-Q  eggs  will  fit  into  either  the  U.S.  Grade  AA  label  or  the  ne\T  "Fresh 
Fancy  Quality"  grade  label  designation.    Eggs  meeting  the  standards  for  A  quality  may 
also  be  identified  as  having  been  produced  linder  the  quality  control  program.  Uni- 
formity in  age  of  laying  flocks,  constant  temperature  and  humidity  levels,  and  prompt- 
ness in  handling  are  some  of  the  quality  conditions  the  C-Q  eggs  vrill  have  to  meet  to 
qualify  for  the  new  program.    The  present  program  for  shell  egg  grading  which  involve: 
handling  to  determine  interior  quality  will  continue  for  those  not  using  the  quality 
control  program. 

DDT  Found  to  be  Anti-V7ater 

DDT  does  some  peculiar  things  when  applied  to  water,  and  the  way  it  acts  has  a 
lot  to  do  with  its  effectiveness  in  killing  mosquito  larvae.    By  using  a  radioactive 
tracer,  ARS  scientists  found  that  the  chemical  tries  to  get  out  of  suspension  in  wate: 
either  by  evaporation  or  clinging  to  solid  materials.    Similar  tests  with  such  in- 
secticides as  parathion,  malathion,  lindane  and  dieldrin  did  nob  shov;  this  action.... 
AMS  researchers  point  out  that  the  home  markets  for  inedible  tallow  and  grease  have 
not  kept  pace  with  production.    A  reason  is  that  synthetic  detergents  are  cutting  the 
soap  market  as  an  outlet  for  these  products.    A  potentially  large  market  for  fats  is 
on  the  horizon  in  the  form  of  animal  feeds  that  are  mixed  with  tallow  and  grease. 

Noted  by  Our  Ag.  Agents  Abroad 

FAS  reports  that  \mder  a  recent  agreement  with  Thailand,  the  U.S.  will  lend 
$750;000  "to  a  privately- owned  Thai  livestock  company  to  establish  a  modern  slaughter- 
ing and  meat-processing  plant  in  Bangkok.    Thailand  has  about  3  million  hogs  and 
about  51"  million  cattle,  but  the  experts  figxore  production  of  beef  cattle  could  be 
increased  considerably.    Thailand  also  has  about  170,000  horses,  6^  million  water 

buffaloes,  and  over  12,000  elephants  on  farms,  but  they  are  used  as  work  animals  

One  of  the  largest  shipments  of  Irish  beef  ever  made  to  the  U.S.  -  2.7  million 
pounds  -  was  reported  arriving  in  New  York  last  week.    Ireland  is  one  of  the  few  i 

world  areas  free  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  Yugoslavia  has  harvested  a  record 

wheat  crop,  so  will  import  no  wheat  this  season.    High-yielding  Italian  varieties 
contributed  considerably  to  the  total  production,  so  the  Yi:igoslav  farmers  ai^e  seeding: 
twice  as  much  land  to  those  varieties  for  harvest  ne:ct  year.  ' 
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Land  Use  Gamble  vith  Nation's  Security 

In  a  talk  yesterday  in  Helena.  143nt..  SCS  Deputy  Adm'r  (Hadvin  Yo\;uag  called 
for  "better  understanding  by  non-farm  people  of  the  importance  of  good  farm  land. 
Speaking  before  the  Missouri  Basin  Inter- Agency  Committee  meeting,    Mr.  Young 
pointed  out  that  if  our  population^  estimated  to  reach  370  million  in  the  next 
forty  years,  is  to  "be  as  well  fed  as  at  present;,  more  farm  production  must  come 
essentially  from  land  already  in  use.    Ihe  amount  of  land  "brought  into  cultivation 
through  irrigation  and  drainage  is  likely  to  be  more  than  offset  by  the  amount  of 
farmland  taken  up  by  cities  and  towns,  recreation,  and  other  non- agricultural  uses. 
Productive  land  will  become  more  and  more  important.    In  fairness  to  farm  people, 
and  in  the  interest  of  protecting  land  and  water  resources  in  the  U.  S.,  there 
needs  to  be  understanding  that  the  present  peak  reached  by  our  non-agricultural 
economy  could  not  have  been  attained  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  tremendous  in- 
crease in  agricultural  efficiency  and  productivity.    But  Mr.  Young  warned  that  any 
who  would  neglect  the  conservation  of  productive  soils  now  in  the  hope  that  better 
machinery;  fertilizers-  and  biology  will  make  land  relatively  unimportant  in  the 
future,  would  gamble  with  this  country's  security. 

Farmers  Home  Ups  Loan  Interest 

Yesterday  USDA  announced  that  beginning  Sept.  1  the  interest  rate  on  farm 
ownership  loans  and  on  soil  and  water  conservation  loans  to  individuals,  made  by 
the  Farmers  Home  Administration  from  fimds  it  borrows  from  the  Treasury,  i-dll 
advance  from  ^  to  5  percent.    This  increase  \d.ll  bring  the  interest  rate  more  in 
line  with  rates  paid  for  farm  mortgage  credit  from  other  sources.    FHA  makes  loans 
to  eligible  farmers  to  acquire  and  improve  family- type  farms,  enlarge  fanns  to 
family- type  size,  and  carry  out  soil  and  water  conservation  practices.    Credit  is 
extended  only  when  it  is  not  available  from  other  soxarces. 

Guide  to  Saving  on  Feed  Costs 

In  its  August  "Agricultural  Situation"  issued  this  week,  AMS  presented 
farmers  with  tables  of  eqiiivalent  values  of  various  protein  feeds  and  of  grains 
and  mill  feeds.    Ihe  marketing  people  advise  farmers  it  will  pay  farmers  who  buy 
grain  or  protein  meal  to  feed  their  livestock  and  poultry  to  keep  a  close  eye  on 
the  continuously  shifting  prices  of  the  different  grains  and  meals  -  and  consider 
their  relative  feeding  values.    The  time  of  harvest,  the  size  of  the  crop,  changes 
in  demand  from  feeders,  and  many  other  things  may  influence  the  price  of  one  grain 
or  meal  more  than  another.    Ihe  specialists  say  their  tables  can  serve  as  a  guide 
to  which  feed  to  buy  and  when. 

Planned  Timber  Cutting  Paying  Off 

Almost  all  sections  of  this  country  showed  an  increase  in  timber  cut  for  the 
year  ending  the  middle  of  '59»    Department  foresters  credit  the  higger  harvest  to 
scientific  management  of  our  national  forests  for  many  uses.    They  say  the  cutting 
was  planned  not  only  with  an  eye  to  keeping  the  forests  producing  but  also  for  the 
development  of  other  resources.    Not  only  was  more  timber  harvested  than  ever 
"before,  but  hiinters  and  fishermen  "bagged  more  game  and  caught  more  fish,  and 
recreation  visits  generally  hit  an  all-time  high.    Forest  Service  officials  say 
that  to  meet  our  growing  needs  for  timber  their  plans  call  for  increasing  the 
record  8«i/3  billion  board  feet  this  year  Just  ended  to  an  annual  harvest  of  11 
Million  board  feet  by  1970-75- 


Film  for  Soil  Bank  Sign-Up 

We  have  a  few  prints  of  a  black-and-white,  sound-on  film  that  can  help  you 
explain  the  Soil  Bank  Conseirvration  Reserve  program  during  the  time  applications 
are  being  received  by  County  ASC  Committees  from  farmers  for  1960  contracts.  The 
film  runs  6:05.    It  is  timely  from  now  through  September  10.    If  you'd  like  to 
televise  the  film,  drop  us  a  note  requesting  "Soil  Bank  Film." 

USDA  TV-Packages  Heading  Out  giis  Week:  .  .    j'.  '^^ 

ARS  TV  "Research  Roundup"  -  Four  one-minute-one  picture  glimpses  will  include: 
(1) "Breakthrough  in  Shipping  Fever  Research"  -  virus  successfully  isolated;  (2) 
"Boll  Weevil  Bewarei!"  -  scientists  doing  double-take  to  find  blind-side  of  cotton 
pestj  (3)  "Better  Gains  in  Shaded  Cattle  Lots;"  (k)  "Deadly  Gas"  -  warning  on 
danger  in  filling  silo  this  fall. 

Other  USDA- TV  Packages  -  "Conservation  Reserve  Tree-Planting  Program"  -  as  out- 
lined in  7  Pictures  by  the  U.  S.  Forest  Service;  "First  Soil  Conservation  Stamp"  - 
carrying  its  message  in  8  Pictures  from  SCS;  and  "I96O  Conservation  Reserve"  -  as 
told  by  the  Soil  Bank  in  I6  cartoon  signs  on  the  sign- up. 

Farm  Hauls  in  Nets  Next  Week  .  , 

"Watch  Feed  Prices'"  -  AMS  Malcolm  Clough  offers  some  feed  shopping  tips  over  the 
Clear  Channel  Stations  d\aring  weekend  of  August  22. 

"Preview^  American  Veterinary  Medical  Association  Convention^  "  Kansas  City;,  Mo.^ 
on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  over  NBC,  Sat.,  August  22. 
"Claude  Mahoney*s  Ffeirm  Report"  caught  Mon.  thru  Pri.  by  Mutual  Net.  (Consxilt 
those  local  listings) 

"Foreign  Interest  in  Our  Watershed  Program"  discussed  on  American  Farmer  program 
over  ABC  on  Sat.  August  22. 

Latest  Ag.  Developments  for  Your  Tape      .  . 

7IQ89        "Other  Countries  Interested  in  Our  Watersheds"  -  Warren  Murphy  of 
the  Forest  Service  and  John  Blackmore  of  PAO  tell  Layne  Beaty  about 

,    ,  a  tour  of  the  nation's  watersheds  by  representatives  of  several 

countries.  TIME:  3:42 

72Q89         "A  Breakthrough  against  Shipping  Fever"  -  Howard  Hass,  ARS  Info., 

interviews  Dr.  Robert  Reisinger  of  the  Beltsville  staff  on  his  work 
to  find  a  control  for  shipping  fever.  TIME:  h:02 

U.  S.  Poultry  Market  Promotion  Pay-Off 

Ihe  Picture  Story  No.  II9  going  to  you  with  this  letter  says  today  it  is  a 
familiar  sight  to  see  German^  Swiss,  Dutch,  or  other  European  housewives  buying 
U.  S.  poultry  in  their  local  meat  markets.    The  pictures  tell  the  story. 


Sincerely, 


Layn^  Beaty,  Chief  Y 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster; 


August  21,  1959 
Letter  ITo.  886 


Advice  issued  today  by  the  livestock  outlook  board  isn't  surprising.    It's  just 
more  emphatic.    The  economists  say  conditions  are  not  favorable  to  many  producers  who 
plan  to  swell  the  size  of  their  hog  and  beef  cattle  herds.    Hog  prices  have  now  pretty 
much  set  their  level  for  several  months  to  come — except,  of  course,  for  the  seasonal 
dip  this  fall.    The  livestock  economists  in  Al^  say  that  any  sizable  increase  in 
farrowings  next  spring  would  mean  that  hog  prices  in  the  fall  of  19&0  would  be  aslow, 
or  lower  than  for  the  fall  just  ahead.    So  far  this  year,  cattle  prices  have  been 
ususually  stable.    But  the  cattle  expansion  continues.    Itjs  pretty  certain  that 
cattle  prices  will  begin  a  gradual  doTOtrend  next  year,  I960.    As  usual,  beef  feeding 
profits  vrLH  be  closely  linked  with  feeder  prices  vrhich  have  been  declining  this 
summer.    Feeder  prices  ^rill  likely  decline  a  little  further  and  improve  chances  of 
profit  from  cattle.    But  cattle  feeders  T/ill  have  to  garage  feeder  prices  and  cattle 
prices  accurately  to  bring  off  the  profits. 

Mine  PRODUCTIOn  EXPECTED  TO  RISE 

For  the  past  few  years  milk  production  was  on  the  upswing.    Last  year  there  was 
a  slight  downturn,  and  recent  months  have  brought  a  greater  drop.    Al-iS  gives  two 
laain  reasons  for  this  loss:     (l)  Fewer  mlll^cows  due  to  culling... a  practice  made 
attractive  by  beef  prices,  and  (2)  poor  pasture  in  many  important  dairy  areas  this 
year.    Economists  feel,  however,  improved  pastureland  will  help  set  milli  output  on 
the  upturn  by  the  end  of  this  year. 

A  STAIvg>  IS  BORIJ 

nearly  a  half  million  people  have  already  arranged  to  get  first  day  covers  of  a 
postage  stamp  to  be  issued  Wednesday,  Aug.  26.    Tliat's  when  the  nation's  first  soil 
conservation  commemorative  stamp  is  released  following  special  ceremonies  at  Rapid 
City,  S.D.    GThis  blue,  green  and  yellow-tinted  stamp  stands  (l)  as  a  tribute  to 
farmers  and  ranchers  using  conser\'ation  measures,  (2)  as  a  tribute  to  the  nation's 
soil  conservation  districts,  (3)  as  a  salute  to  scientists  and  technicians  carrying 
out  land  research,         and  as  a  reminder  of  the  common  concern  of  city  folic  and 
farmers  for  the  care  of  the  land.    Special  stamp  albums  autographed  by  Postmaster 

Gen.  Summerfield  will  go  to  representatives  of  America's  youth  Boy  Scouts,  Girl 

Scouts,  FFA,  ^-H  and  Campfire  Girls  at  the  Rapid  City  dedication. 


-2- 


CATTLE  BLOAT  MAY  BE  HREDITARY 

Oregon  State  college  researchers  thinlL  perhaps  they've  come  up  with  an  answer  to 
chronic  bloat  in  cattle.    It's  a  trait  passed  froa  one  generation  to  the  next.  This 
conclusion  was  reached  after  breeding  "bloater"  bulls  to  "bloater"  cows.... and  pro- 
ducing offspring  showing  chronic  bloat  in  more  than  ^Oj,.    Since  this  tendency  to  bloat 
was  increased  by  selected  breeding^  the  researchers  feel  it  is  possible  to  pinpoint 
ciironic  bloating  families.    If  this  is  true,  cattle  breeders  could  be  greatly  helped 
in  selecting  against  this  abnormality. 

MILESTONE  IN  FRISCO 

After  17  years  at  KWBC,  San  Francisco,  Henry  Schacht  moves  over  to  KGO,  same 
city,  on  August  31.    His  principal  sponsor,  of  l^i-  years  standing,  transferred 
first  and  now  Henry  goes  along.    He'll  handle  a  full  hour  from  6  to  7  a.m.  plus 
possibly  a  half -hour  at  12:30  p.m.    Henry  says  his  new  show  will  have  the  same 
general  format  as  the  old  "Farmers'  Digest"  but  will  be  called  "Standard  Farm 
Reporter" . 

One  of  the  pioneers  and  stalwarts  in  the  farm  broadcasting  profession  while 
with  the  fIBC-owned  station,  Henry  has  traveled  abroad  several  times  in  quest  of 
agricultural  broadcast  material,  and  has  served  as  regional  vice-president  of 
MTRFD.    His  listeners  and  admirers  cover  a  wide  area  of  the  west.    A  couple  of 
years  ago  he  celebrated  his  U,000th  broadcast.    KGO  also  is  a  pioneer  station, 
owned  by  the  ABC  network.    The  street  address  is  277  Golden  Gate  Avenue,  San 
Francisco.     Congratulations,  Hanlii 

CROP  TOPPING  (OR  TOP  CROPPCTG)  MAICES  LITTLE  DIFFERENCE 

Wliat  happens  if  you  crop  the  top  from  your  corn?    Will  you  affect  kernel  moisture? 
Stallc  breakage?    Picker  losses?    Tests  by  USDA  and  Iowa  E>q)eriment  Station  engineers 
tend  to  show  little  or  no  benefit  is  gained  by  corn  topping.    Results  this  week  of 
studies  made  during  the  last  growing  season  show  that  stands,  lodgings,  pre-harvest- 
ing  and  harvesting  losses  were  just  about  the  same  for  topped  as  un-topped  corn.  Tlie 
topping  method  used  by  the  engineers  was  removal  of  tassels  and  four  to  five  leaves 
per  stalli.    Interest  in  topping  as  a  corn  improvement  procedure  has  grox^  during  the 
past  few  years.    Tliis,  and  similar  tests  in  the  future,  should  give  a  truer  picture 
of  exactly  what  can  be  expected  from  de-tassled  and  topped  corn. 

EGG  FOO  YQUInTG  AND  SOAP  FOR  SENORA 

There  are  reports  that  Hong  Kong  may  begin  consuming  larger  quantities  of 
U«  S.  poultry  and  eggs.    Imports  to  Hong  Kong  from  the  China  mainland  have  been 
slashed,  imports  of  poultry  from  other  areas  are  not  favored  by  local  poultry 

dealers  and  it  is  expected  their  eyes  iTlll  shift  toward  the  U.  S  Co3£Tr!bla 

has  lifted  an  import  ban  on  many  classes  of  breeding  stock  to  stimulate  its  live- 
stock industry.    This  action  should  boost  U.  S.  sales  of  breeding  animals  to  that 

country  The  U.S.  is  also  being  considered  by  seme  Uruguay  soap  manufacturers 

as  a  source  of  tallow  to  augment  their  short  supplies.    Because  of  this  short 

tallow  supply,  some  soap  factories  there  are  substituting  vegetable  oils  Almost 

a  "scarce"  item  itself. 


HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  TO  US 


Next  September  1,  we  celebrate  a  "birthday  here  at  USDA.    A  husky  youngster 
named  AGRI-TAPE  will  be  two  years  old.    AGRI-TAPE  is  a  weekly  tape  service 
that  features  statements  and  short  interviews  "by  Department  officials  on 
events  and  developments  here  at  USDA.    IPiey  are  "news^hased"  and  are  designed 
so  that  RFDs  can  spot  them  in  a  show  as  though  they  were  "remotes"  from  Wash- 
ington, Beltsville,  or  wherever. 

Our  present  list  of  subscribers  sprang  up  from  just  three  plugs  here  in 
the  RFD  Letter.    JVom  the  start  the  subscriber  list  has  remained  remaiicably 
constant.    During  these  two  years,  AGRI-TAPE  has  met  a  most  enthusiastic 
reception  among  those  vtio  are  acquainted  with  it.    Kow,  we  have  just  added  to 
our  tape  facilities  making  it  possible  for  us  to  accept  a  few  more  subscribers. 
We  produce  and  mail  AGRI-TAPE  each  Thursday  and  renew  the  mailing  list  every 
three  months. 

On  August  27,  we  start  a  new  13-week  series.    If  you'd  like  to  audition 
a  copy.... let  us  know.    Take  a  listen  for  yourself.    If  you  feel  AGBl-TAPE 
would  help  you  present  the  national  angle  to  the  farm  stories  of  the  day, 
we'd  be  happy  to  send  it  to  you  in  13-week  spurts  for  as  long  as  you  wish. 

SAI/T  YOUR  SPINACH. .  .WHILE  IT  GROWS.' .' 


Brackish  water  can  be  a  crop's  salvation  during  drouth,  IKDA  scientists  have 
leanied.    For  some  plants,  irrigation  with  this  salty  water  will  hoist  them  over 
the  hurdle  until  the  next  rain.    But  the  water  should  not  be  more  than  one-eighth 
to  one-tenth  as  salty  as  sea  water,  and  should  not  be  applied  before  seeds 
germinate .    Crops  found  to  be  tolerant  of  brackish  water  include  asparagus, 
spinach,  garden  beets,  barley,  sugar  beets  and  cotton*    Saline  water  should  not 
be  used  on  celery,  aradishes,  green  beans  and  field  beans.    Since  salt  content  of 
water  has  to  be  measured  scientifically,  growers  who  plan  to  use  brackish  water  on 
a  crop  should  have  water  saniples  analyzed  either  by  the  county  agents  or  Soil 
Conservation  personnel.    Even  then,  saline  water  should  be  used  only  as  a 
temporary  substitute. 

WAKTED;    PEST  SPOTIERS 

You  can  help  in  stamping  out  plant  pests.    All  you  need  to  do,  ARS 
scientists  say,  is  be  alert  to  any  unexplained  damage  to  crops,  lawns,  etc. 
Then  pron^jtly  report  to  yo\ir  county  agent.    Bae  scientists  announced  this 
week  they  were  stepping  up  their  nation\d.de  detection  program  "to  stop  plant 
pests  before  they  start." 

SUPPLIES  OF  FATS  AND  OILS  PREDICTED  HIGH 


We  can  expect  a  new  record  supply  of  edible  fats,  oils  and  oilseeds  for  the 
1959-60  mELrketing  year,  according  to  early  August  indications.    Hiis  year's 
record  production  was  13  billion  pounds.    Next  year's  shoid-d  go  over  that  by 
10  percent.  MS  economists  say.    In  the  upcoming  marketing  year,  lard  supplies 
likely  will  be  up  11  percent  and  cottonseed  oil  will  increase  over  25  percent. 
The  slight  reduction  in  soybeans  expected  should  be  well  offset  by  carryover 
stocks.    While  these  supplies  are  up,  home  ccnsumption  should  increase  on  a  pop- 
ulation growth  basis.    Also,  food  fats  available  for  exports  should  be  sharply 
above  the  year  just  ending.    The  AMS  folks  tell  us  it's  too  early  to  estimate  the 
1959-60  season  exports  but  with  dollar  sales  plus  a  large  P.  L.  hdO  program  you 
can  look  for  a  peak  outward  movement. 


PIG  CROP  ISN'T  ACTUAL  RECORD 


Closer  looks  at  the  hog  situation  by  USDA  economists  show  that  this 
year's  pig  crops  are  not  of  record  size  even  for  peacetime.  la  relation  to 
population,  that  is.    !Ihe  1959  spring  and  fall  hog  crops  together  shoiild  add 
to  10^1-. 5  million  head.    And  three  times  "before — in  two  wartime  years  plus 
1951— inore  than  100  million  pigs  were  saved.    But  the  supply  is  still  big. 
So  big  that  for  the  year  beginning  Jiily  1,  1959  each  person  in  the  U.  S. 
could  be  made  available  68  pounds  of  pork. 

BIG  DEALS  IN  SMALL  PACKAGES 

USDA  TV-Package  titled  "Timber  Harvest  Ife"  -  a  Forest  Service  10-picture  story 
showing  the  increase  of  Iximber  taken  from  national  forests  last  year.    Also  the 
4»H  Regional  Camp  in  Washington,  covered  by  6  pics.    TV  stations  in  cotton  pro- 
ducing states  will  be  sent  "Ifeiiversal  Cotton  Standards"  -  telling  of  the  cotton 
conference  held  each  three  years  in  Washington  to  make  uniform  cotton  grading 
practices  worldwide. 

Also,  in  the  mall  today  is  "Behold  Our  Heritage"  -  a  6  minute  so\md-on-film 
by  SCS  in  conjunction  with  release  of  the  new  Conservation  postage  stamp. 

MEANTIME,  THE  RADIO  NETS  WILL  CARRY. . . 

"Tremendous  Iferket  for  Farm  Products"  -  that's  New  York  City,  and  the 
subject  of  Stan  Flower's  discussion  on  the  American  Farmer  over  ABC  Sat., 
Aug.  29.    Stan  is  on  the  Information  staff  of  AMS. 

"Rapid   City  Ceremony"  -  liitroducing  the  new  Conservation  postage  stamp 
at  meeting  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Society  in  S.  D.  to  be  heard  on  Clear 
Channel  network  weekend  of  the  29th. 

"SCS  of  America  Convention"  -  More  of  the  Society's  meeting  in  Rapid  City 
aired  Sat.  Aug.  29  on  NBC's  liatlonal  Farm  and  Home  Hour. 

"Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"  -  weekdays  on  Mutual.  Check  for  local 
time  listings. 

AND  THEN  YOU  MAY  WANT  THESE  TAPES. . . 


"Hie  Feed  Situation"  (73069)  -  Mai  Clough,  vtio  handles  feed  outlook  work 
for  AMS  comments  on  the  feed  picture  in  view  of  the  recent  crop  report. 

TIME:  1:30 

"New  Work  on  Soil  Sedimentation"  (7^Q89)  -  Howard  Hass,  ARS  Info,  staff, 
describes  new  research  on  silting  and  other  stream  damage  to  cropland. 

TIME:  1:50 

"The  Dairy  Situation"  (75Q89)  -  Jack  Towers,  R&TV,  chats  with  Herb 
Kreisel,  Dairy  outlook  economist  with  AMS,  about  the  current  dairy 
situation  regarding  production  and  cow  number  trends.  TIME:  h:^0 

Send  a  blank  tape. 


Sincerely, 


SERIAL  RECORD 


(  L  i  3  R  A  R  Y  ( 
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Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.Departinent  of  Agriculture 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


Letter  No.  88? 
Augi.ist  28,  1959 


Here's  vhat  ve  can  expect  iTith.  the  irfieat  situation  this  year,  according  to 
AI-IS  economists  in  a  report  yesterday:  (l)  Yields  consideralply  "below  last  year's 
record,  (2)  an  all  time  high  of  wheat  on  hand  because  of  carryover,  and  (3) 
good  European  crops  may  cut  into  U.S.  exports. 

1-JHEAT  PICTURE  IH  A  I^SHEIL 

Total  carryover  of  wheat  stocks  continue  to  climb.    The  largest  carry- 
over in  our  history  is  forecast  at  the  end  of  the  1959-<50  marketing  year 
when  there  "vrill  be  about  1,370  million  bushels  or  almost  100  million  above 
the  carryover  on  July  1,  1959-    The  economists  see  a  further  rise  continuing 
through  I90I  since  3d.elds  at  the  average  of  recent  years  would  give  a  larger 
crop  than  probably  would  be  used  for  home  consungption  and  export.    The  to-tal 
estimated  i-7heat  supply  for  the  year  beginning  July  1,  1959  is  also  an 
all-time  high  at  2,^0^  million    bushels.    That  puts  the  supply  at  a  2  percent 
increase ...  or  53  million  bushels ...  over  last  year's  record  peak.    The  45 
percent  increase  in  carryover  from  last  year  more  than  offsets  the  reduction 
in  the  wheat  crop.    Domestic  wheat  use  in  1959-^0  is  estimated  at  626  milU.on 
bushels,  slightly  below  last  year.    Exports  are  estimated  at  hVd  million 
bushels,  or  about  33  million  bushels  below  last  year.    That  would  set  expected 
carryovers  at  the  1,370  million  bushel  mark  for  July  1,  I960.  I-flieat 
production  this  year  on  a  world- \d.de  basis  irill  be  above  average.    But  an 
expected  good  crop  in  Eastern  Europe  may  bring  loirer  U.S.  and  Canadian 
exports . 

TOEAL  CASH  RECEIPTS  ^m.PJmD 

Average  prices  received  by  farmers  the  first  seven  months  of  this  year  have 
been  3  percent  below  a  year  earlier.    But  total  cash  receipts  from  farm  market- 
ings should  stick  close  to  last  year's  record  since  a  larger  volume  of  marketings 
this  year  is  almost  offsetting  the  lower  average  prices.    Al'B  economists  point 
out  that  most  of  the  price  drop  comes  frcm  hogs,  eggs  and  broilers.    As  market- 
ings of  this  year's  crops  continue  a  further  fall  in  average  prices  is  expected. 
The  price  report  issued  late  today  by  AlC  showed  prices  received  by  farmers  from 
mid-July  to  mid-August  down  one-half  of  one  percent.  Largely  responsible  were 
lower  prices  for  potatoes,  cattle  and  cotton.    In  total,  prices  paid  by  farmers 
...including  interest,  taxes,  vra^e  rates... have  shovm  little  change  since  the 
beginning  of  1959*    The  average  is  close  to  2  percent  above  last  year. 
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APPEAL  TO  KEEP  EYE-PEELED  FOR  SCRm'roEM 

RFDs  in  the  southeastern  states  this  veek  vrtLll  get  a  tape  concerning  the 
screwonn  eradication  program.    As  you  know,  the  cooperative  eradication  program 
in  this  area  has  dropped  infestations  from  thousands  to  just  a  fev  per  month. 
Reported  infestations  in  the  southeast  last  month  were  almost  negligible.  But 
right  now,  the  eradication  program  is  very  much  dependent  upon  the  help  farmers 
and  livestock  men  give  by  reporting  any  suspected  screworm  infestations.  The 
tape  going  to  the  Deep  South  boys  shows  how  we  stand  eradication-\d.se  and  calls 
on  the  farmer  to  watch  for  signs  of  screwworm.    Also,  it  tells  whom  to  contact 
if  any  infestations  are  suspected. 

NEMATODES  K.O.  'D  WITH  DECP 

Good  control  of  root-knot  nematodes  is  now  possible  by  use  of  a  chemical 
soil  fumlgant.    These  nematodes  have  caused  an  average  loss  of  l6o,000  bales 
of  cotton  yearly  in  a3_l  U.S.  cotton  growing  areas.    And  it's  a  pest  that 
accounts  for  10  percent  of  all  cotton  disease  losses.    Experiments  conducted 
by  USDA  scientists  have  shoxm  the  chemical--EBCP— effectively  cuts  the 
nematode  population.    Cost  of  the  f\miigant  is  about  t{)22  per  acre.    Even  so, 
the  total  cost  per  bale  of  cotton  produced  in  the  experiments  was  lower  than 
when  nematodes  were  not  controlled.    Best  control  results  when  DBCP  is 
injected  about  eight  inches  into  the  soil.    The  soil  is  then  compacted  and 
cotton  planting  is  delayed  at  least  eight  days  after  fumigation. 

CREDITORS  ADVISE  "DISCRETION" 

Credit  agencies  should  use  the  utmost  discreticm  in  lending  money  to  the 
poultry  industry — especially  where  it  might  lead  to  expanded  production.  This 
was  the  policy  agreement  made  two  years  ago  and  just  reaffirmed  this  week  by 
representatives  of  private  and  government  credit  agencies  meeting  in  Washington. 
The  representatives  also  agreed  to  take  a  closer  look  at  their  lending  policies 
in  the  light  of  avoiding  overexpansion  in  the  poultry  industry.    Conducting  the 
meeting  \ras  Kenneth  L.  Scott,  director  of  USDA's  Agricultural  Credit  Services. 
Scott  pointed  out  that  agencies  giving  credit  to  the  poultry  industry''  can  help 
bring  greater  stability  to  the  industry  by  following  a  policy  of  discretion 
in  lending.    This  way,  he  said,  a  better  balance  between  production  and  demand 
could  be  achieved. 

'FRISCO'S  BILL  ADAMS  BACK  AT  THE  MIKE 

Big  doings  are  not  new  to  California.    Now  comes  news  from  Bill  Adams 
that  he  will  start  a  weekly  half  hour  farm  show  on  KNBC,  San  Francisco, 
following  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  each  Saturday  noon.    Once  a 

broadcaster,  always  a   .    Bill  was  a  wireless  operator  in  the  Pacific 

in  World  War  I,  \ms  on  Gen.  MacAorbhur's  staff  in  WWII,  did  a  farm  show  on 
KGO,  San  Francisco  and  on  a  net  of  Calif,  stations  for  several  years  before 
going  into  the  farm  real  estate  business  a  few  months  back.    Says  he'll 
keep  that  going,  too.    Congratvilations,  Bill.    Last  week  we  noted  that 
Henry  Schacht  is  leaving  KNBC  after  I7  years,  moving  to  KGO. 
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ITZPERMAL  REVENUE  HAS  RBQUIRBMg 

Here  is  a  reminder  to  fanners  who  have  used  or  plan  to  use  work  crevs  this 
year.    Starting  ^Tith  1959  each  farmer  who  has  work  done  "by  farm  lator  crews  is 
required  "by  Internal  Revenue  Service  to  keep  a  record  of  (l)  the  name,  (2)  the 
permanent  address,  and  (3)  the  employer's  identification  number  of  each  crew 
leader  \rho  furnishes  him  workers  for  farm  work.    In  the  regulation,  each  crew 
leader  is  one  who  employs  the  members  of  the  crew;  he,  himself,  is  not  an 
employee  of  the  farmer.    More  information  and  details  of  the  regulations  are 
available  from  any  local  Internal  Revenue  Service  office. 

TAXES  overshaix)v;ed  by  imom  Am  valupjion 

Farmers  are  paying  a  record  amount  in  taxes  levied  on  farm  real  estate. 
But  two  factors  are  working  to  offset  this  rise.    For  195^,  farmers  Td.ll 
have  paid  a  record  of  nearly  $1,103  million,  a  5.7  percent  increase  over 
the  previous  year.    State  and  local  government  levies  on  farm  real  estate 
averaged  $1,03  per  acre  in  1958.    This  is  a  6  cent  rise  over  1957  and  it 
marks  the  first  year  average  ta::  per  acre  tops  the  ^jI  mark.    Hovrever,  last 
year's  tax  increase  \Ta,s  less  than  the  gain  in  the  value  of  farm  real  estate. 
Also,  when  measured  against  total  farm  income,  real  estate  taxes  actually 
declined  since  taxes  absorbed  .8  percent  less  of  the  total  farm  income  than 
the  year  before. 

CATTLE,  CORN  OR  CASTORBEA^TS?    BRAIN  COMPUTES  BEST  CHOICE 

Electronic  computers  help  put  satellites  into  orbit;  they  determine  perfect 
mates  for  marriage;  now  they're  working  on  farm  problems.    Fam  management 
specialists  of  the  Texas  Extension  Service  say  this:    The  farmer  has  to  choose 
between  crop  and  livestock  combinations.    There  are  thousands  of  livestock  and 
crop  combinations  he  can  make  but  only  one  that  brings  highest  net  profit. 
Usually  it  wouJLd  take  him  months  to  figure  this  point  of  highest  profit.  Now, 
an  electronic  computer  making  ^,000  multiplications  a  second  can  almost 
Instantly  spell  out  exact  crop  acreages,  the  number  and  tj'pe  of  livestock,  plus 
the  management  practices  that  will  give  highest  possible  profit.    The  special- 
ists feel  that  farmers  will  use  electronic  computers  for  management  decisions 
in  the  not  too  distant  futiire.    But  right  now,  these  mechanical  irLzards  are  much 
too  scarce . . .and  expensive . . .for  any  ^d-despread  use. 

RYE  CARRYOVER  ON  DOWNSVJING 

Estimated  supply  of  rye  in  1959-^  is  set  at  38' 1  million  bushels.  This 
compares  \r±th  U5.6  million  bushels  a  year  ago.    The  estimation  is  based  on 
expected  production  of  21  million,  carryover  of  12.8  million  and  imports  of 
^.3  million.    Domestic  disappearance  of  rye  may  be  about  23  million  bushels, 
somewhat  below  last  year  as  reflected  in  reduced  feeding.    And  1959-^0 
production  of  21  million  bushels  compared  with  32.5  million  of  a  year  earliei 

should  pull  carryover  stocks  doTm  to  about  a  10  million  bushel  low  

 Final  results  of  the  July  23  wheat  referendum  show  that  80.8  per- 
cent of  the  famers  participating  voted  in  favor  of  marketing  quotas  of  the 
i960  -vrfieat  crop.    In  favor  of  quotas  were  169, 76O;  voting  against  were 
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CORN  BELT  PROIiaDION 


Thanks  to  George  Biggar  {\JJXK,  BeKaro,  111.  )  for  running  our  picture  in 
"The  17LBK  Reporter"  this  month  along  ^^ith  other  voices  heard  on  the  station  which 
George  serves  as  farm  director,  manager  and  o^mer.    He  carries  our  veekly  AGRI- 
TAPE  news^  along  with  copious  coverings  of  local  and  regional  agriciiltural  doings 
hy  George  and  others  of  the  local  staff.    The  monthly  sheet  goes  to  prospective 
clients,  etc.,  and  other  interested  folks,  like  us.    Or,  at  least  it  did  \ip  to 
now.  ,  ■ 

"HOW-TO- DO- ITS"  ON  TV  MENU 


Reaching  your  mailbox  this  vreek  be  two  USDA  TV  Packages.  "Making 

Cheddar  Cheese"  is  an  8-pix  description  of  steps  in  cheese  making.  "Taking 
a  boil  bample''  gives  you  10  pix.    This  one's  made  in  cooperation  with  the 

'    National  Plant  Food  Institute.    Also  look  for  a  1:30  sound- on  film  showing 
how  high  school  science  fairs  use  USDA  basic  research.    The  film  goes  to  215 
news  and  fann  directors  on  the  Research  Roundup  mailing  list. 

-    ARS  "Research  Roundup"  1-minute  weelcly  picture  stories  include  (l)  "Advice 
for  Planting  Treated  Seed";  (2)  "For  Lotus  Eaters"  -  exotic  vegetable  for 
Americans;  (3)  "Honey"  -  finding  new  uses  in  medicines;  (h)  "Money  From 
Water"  -  irrigation  method  that  saves  cash  and  boosts  income. 


EOm  TV  FEATURES  SPOTLIGHT?  FOODS 


Edith  Swing,  RCT?V,  in  the  monthly  homemaker  paclcage  gives  us  good  advice  in 

two  pictiore  stories  "Eat  Good  Brealcfasts  to  Start  a  Good  Day",  and  "Sat  Pork 

to  Fill  YoTor  Piggybank  This  Fall."    With  this,  you'll  get  a  third  package  "Better 
Clothing  Through  Research. " 

VIA  RADIO  NETS  THIS  V/EEK. . . 

"National  Youthpower  Congress — A  Preview"  -  featured  on  NBC's  National 
Farm  and  Home  Hour,  Sept.  ^, 

"Informing  Farmers:  How  It's  Done  in  Brazil"  -  Dr.  Francisco  Silva, 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  of  Brazil,  gives  this  story  on  "American  Farmer" 
carried  by  ABC  Sat.,  Sept.  6. 

"World  Wlieat  Situation"  -  as  analyzed  by  Clyde  Keaton  by  way  of  Agri- 

culture  USA"  over  Clear  Channel  stations  Sept.  6  weekend. 

"Claude  Mahoney's  Faim  Report"  -  heard  Mon.  thru  Fri.  on  Mutual  12:05  ETT. 


SEND  A  TAPE  FOR. . . 


Cattle -Hog  Increases  Loom  (76Q89)  -  Harold  Breimyer,  livestock  economist 
with  AMS,  comments  on  livestock  outlook  in  view  of  calf  and  pig  crops  on 
the  \^^ay.  TD-IE:  2:02 

"Fresh  Fancy  Quality"--New  Egg  Grade  (77Q89)  -  Jack  Towers,  RCiTV,  chats 
\n.th  Connor  Kennett  of  the  Poultry  Division  about  the  new  "high  quality 
grading  program"  for  eggs.  TIME:  3:20 

World  \nieat  Situation  (T8q89)  -  George  Loesing,  RCTV,  talks  with  Clyde 
Keaton  of  FAS,  on  production  and  trade  prospects  for  this  year's  wheat 
crop. 

Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Eadlo  £»  Televiaicn  Service 


